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        My name is Corey Richardson and this is how I 

came to be pastor and teacher of Columbia River Bible 

Fellowship in Vancouver, Washington. 

        I had been asked to speak at my parentõs church 

in North Bend, Oregon one summer when I was home 

from college.  This was where I grew up, and I was 

glad to have the opportunity.  With my Calvary Chapel 

background, I was passionate about Godõs grace, but I 

had a difficult time reconciling a book like Matthew 

with a book like Romans.  I would feel a sense of 

heaviness and fear as I read through Matthew, and 

then the fear would turn to joy as I read through Ro-

mans.  I couldnõt explain it, but I accepted that there must be a way to reconcile the dif-

ferences in these two books.  When I asked mentors and teachers whom I had sat under, 

they could not supply adequate answers. 

I preached that Sunday, at my parentõs church, on Godõs grace, proclaiming that we 

are saved by grace through faith plus nothing.  A dear brother in Christ, Dwayne Sumner, 

approached me after the sermon and asked me if I was part of òthe grace movementó.  I 

told him that I believed in grace, but was not familiar with a specific òmovementó.  He 

later called me and invited me to the Oregon Coast Bible Conference.  I reluctantly said 

yes. 

A month later I went to the conference and the first person I met standing over by 

the book table was brother Richard Jordan.  I had no idea who he was and I remember 

the only thing I said to him was, òDo you think the rapture is pre-trib?ó  He simply re-
plied, òAbsolutely.ó   For the next two days I heard messages taught by brother John Ver-

stegen and brother Jordan that absolutely revolutionized my Christian life.  For the first 

time, the answers to the apparent contradictions in the bible were answered through 

òrightly dividing the word of truthó. 

I went home after the conference and straight over to my wifeõs (girlfriend at the 

time) dormitory at Western Oregon University and told her all the things I had learned.  

She listened, out of love at first, but after a while she also came to understand the word 

rightly divided and we got married a year later.   All the while I was reading books like 

Satan and His Plan of Evil by Keith Blades, Things that Differ by C.R.Stam and I was listen-

ing to sermons by Richard Jordan among others. 

My wife and I moved to Portland, Oregon, where I attended Oregon Health and Sci-

ence University and received my Masterõs degree as a Physician Assistant.  Via the inter-

net, we found other grace believers in the area and enjoyed fellowshipping with like-

minded believers.   

But after graduating I had a job offer from a dermatology clinic in Bend, Oregon, 

which in the worldõs eyes was a great opportunity.  So with our first son on the way we 

took the job and moved to central Oregon.  We thought we might start up a grace fel-

lowship in the area.  The time in Bend was not without profit.  We had two boys, Brody 

and Chase (who currently are 3 ½ and 1 year old) and my boss, owner of the clinic 
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